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SUPPORTING
AND NATURAL

PROCLAMIAT10N

THE PROTECTION OF THE CULTURAL
RESOURCES OF THE REGION OF THE
"LANDS BETWEEN″

WHEREAS,.lhc Nara-io Nation has a deep and sacred responsibilin to protect and presene the cultural and natural
heritagc of ancestr-al Natire American lands. ensuring their intcgritl tbr lirtLrc qenerations: and

WHEREAS, lhe rcgion currentll' knoun as the "l-ands llct\cen" is an unprotecled area in southeastern [-ltal]. located
bet$een Bears li-ars National Monument. Canrons ol'thc Ancients. and Hovenseep National Monumcnt. and holds
immcnsc cultural. historical. and ecological significance lbl the Nara-jo Nation and other lndigenous communities: and

WHERFIAS, I hc "l.ands Bctrveen" is a landscapc that crrbodics the stories. traditions. and cultural knowlcdgc ol'lhc [)ind
people. and its prcscrvation ensures that these narratives rcnrain arr intcgral pafi of our cultural identity and lcgacr': and

WHERf,AS. 'l hc area is currentl) threatened b) various actil itics. including but not limited to resource e\traction. conflicts
rvith local land usc. looting. landalism. habitat destruction. and clirnate change. all ofirhich endangcr sacrcd sitcs. cultural
resourccs. and ccological balance: and

WHEREAS, 'l'hc protcction of this region is essential 1o prcscrr ing I raditional Ecological Knou ledgc- ('l'trK). * hich has

been passed dorr n throush generalions and inlorms sustainablc land sterr ardship practices that are r ital lbr maintaining thc
health olthc land. \\ater. and $ildlife: and

WHEREAS, lhc "l.ands Betueen" is horne to direrse ccoslsterns. including rare and endemic plant and animal lif'c that

contributc lo the region's biodir elsiq . Safegualding thcsc ecos) slems rr ill help rn itigate the impacts ol c limatc change and
promotc cnvironmental susta inabilit\': and

WHIREAS, l he protection olthis arca aligns rrith hroadcr cortscrvation ellbrts and collaboratile partncrships with other
lndigenous nations. conservalion organizations. and govcrnrrrcrrl agcncies that share the comnlitmenl to plcscrving these

lands: and

WHtIREAS,'l'he Navajo Nation recognizes the econonric and cducational oppotlunities that could arisc lionr lhc protcction
olthe "l-ands []etuccn." including sustainable eco-tourisnr. cultural tourisrn. and land-based cducational initiatives that
provide jobs. rcvcnue. and cultural enrichmcnt for the I)ind peoplc: and



WHEREAS, The establishment of permanent protections. such as designating Areas of Critical Environmental Concern
(ACECs). will provide consistent and culturally appropriate management strategies that emphasize conservation. uphold
Indigenous consuhation. and ensure the primacv of cultural and natural resource presen'ation: and

WHEREAS,'Ihe protection of the "Lands Betrveen" is a fundamenlal respons ib ilit-r, that honors our ancestors. supports our
communilies. and ensures that future generations inherit a landscape that reflects the values. traditions. and spiritual
conneclions of the Navajo Nation; and

WHEREAS, The Navajo Nation formally acknowledges the persistent threats to all cultural landscapes within the state of
Utah, including, but not limited to, the area currently knorvn as the "Lands Between"; and

WHEREAS, A nrore culturally appropriate name be identitled for the "Lands Between," such a change shall not alter or
dirninish the objectives and intent ofthis proclamation; and

WHEREAS, the Navajo Nation urges federal agencies, conservation partners. and other stakeholders to recognize and
support the perrnanent protection ofthe "Lands Between"; and

NOW THEREFORE, I, DR. BUU NYGREN. President of the Navajo Nation, hereby proclaim our Navajo Nation's
support fbr the protection of the "Lands Between'' to respcct and uphold Indigenous sovereigntv. cultural heritage. and
environmental stewardship. ensuring that these lands remain protected fbr future generations.

S00RDERED THIS22ND DAY OF MAYIN THE YEA 5
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The NAVAJ()NAT10N

W.Mike H Erecutive Direclor
NAVAJO DIVIS10N OF NATURAL RESOURCES
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